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Liz is an experienced policy strategist in the energy and climate change arena, with a successful record of making things happen.  During a wide-ranging career in the energy sector, she has acquired extensive knowledge and experience of policy development and implementation. She specialises in providing innovative solutions to policy challenges in complex and dynamic environments, through effective communication to a wide variety of stakeholders and other groups.  Her ability to engage with people at all levels allows her to create allies willingly committed to work on projects of significant change.

· A leading UK specialist on moving towards a low carbon economy

· Adviser and strategist on the delivery of genuinely low energy low carbon buildings 

· Co-founder and director of several companies, including one of Europe’s leading energy markets consultancies, advising the UK government, government agencies, and national and international organisations on energy and climate change issues 

Liz set up Reasons to be Cheerful in 2003 to help organizations develop clear strategies to meet the challenges of climate change and to generate new thinking on communicating climate change and the transformations that it demands. 

Since 2004, Liz has devoted much of her time to the buildings sector, the source of 50% of CO2 emissions.  As a consultant to AECB, the sustainable building association, Liz is Director of its CarbonLite Programme (www.carbonlite.org.uk), a major initiative to promote excellence in the procurement, design, construction and use of low energy buildings and low carbon built environment.  In 2008, Liz was appointed a member of the UK government’s Eco-Town Challenge Panel, and a member of the Zero Carbon Hub energy efficiency steering group.

From 1989 to 2003, Liz was director of ILEX Energy Consulting Ltd (now Poyry), one of Europe’s leading energy markets specialists.  She advised commercial and government clients in the UK and Europe on a wide range of issues on the electricity market; she had particular expertise on how market rules impacted on smaller players, green energy and energy efficiency.  Latterly she worked on the development of the emerging carbon market and emissions trading.  She was the lead ILEX director on strategy, marketing and HR.

From 1989 to 1995, she combined her directorship of ILEX with being Managing Director of Windcluster Ltd, a successful wind energy development company.

During the 1980s, Liz was a Policy Officer at the Electricity Consumers’ Council  and director of Keep Warm London’s first employment scheme working to improve the energy efficiency of the homes of the elderly and disabled.  She was director of the National Right to Fuel Campaign campaigning to alleviate fuel poverty.
Over the last twenty years, she has undertaken research and written publications on energy and environment for the BBC and the Department of Energy; she also authored reports on work-related stress and dementia for the Health Education Authority and undertook evaluations of various community health projects.  In 2002, she edited reports on energy efficiency in domestic and commercial buildings (Building in Ignorance and Flying Blind respectively) on behalf of Energy Advisory Services for Oxfordshire.

Liz is an alumnus of Ashridge Management College where she completed a course on Consulting and Change in Organisations.  She has an MSc in Environmental Technology from Imperial College, a Post-Graduate Certificate in Education and a BA in Modern Languages. 

Liz is a trustee of the National Energy Foundation (www.nef.org.uk), and a founder member of Sustainable Charlbury.

She is fluent in French.
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